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 Rants and Raves,  

There’s an App for that! 
Written by:  Emmett D. (Don) Mason, Kentucky Colonel  

 

The Beginning: 

I received my first spanking on the morning  of 23 May of 1934.  I still remember 
that morning almost as clearly as if it were yesterday.  It all took place in Coving-
ton, Kentucky at about one a.m. that morning at 621 Beech Street.  I hadn’t 
done anything wrong, honest I didn’t.  Usually your Dad is responsible for giving 
you a spanking but in my case this was different.  My first spanking came from 
Doctor Jett, my mother’s  physician.  You see,  I was just born.   

It’s a good thing the doctor was there because my Daddy was in the next room 
suffering from Tuberculosis and was too sick and weak to spank me. He  died a 
short time later. 

I  thank you  Doctor Jett for jump starting me for my trip through this wonderful 
life.  I still remember those special words of advice you gave me and yes, when 
ever I come to a fork in the road, I will take it. 

Wednesday, the first day  of my life was filled with much joy in my small family. 
However, the newspaper only mentioned the capture and shoot out death of 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow in a small town in Louisiana.  Over 150 bullets 
were fired by the police; I guess Bonnie and Clyde were wearing bullet proof 
vests and underwear.   Bonnie and Clyde had built a quick and sordid reputation 
as they went about their crime spree of robbing banks, killing innocent people 
and leaving trouble and havoc in their wake. 

Research of my birthday shows that I am a Gemini, one of the twins, not sure 
which one.  If I were to buy a birthstone I have two choices, the oldest Mystical  
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being a sapphire and the newest Modern is an Emerald.  I also found out that if  
I started saving a dime a day when I turned four years old I would have accumu-
lated $2,836.20 by 2015.  A tidy sum, but where can a four year old get a job 
these days. Are you familiar with the term ‘ Hectatetracontatrigon’?  That’s the 
name Wednesday the 23rd of May, 1934 would be called, if it were named after 
a Polygon.   A 23 sided Polygon, just what I always wanted, now that I have it 
what can I do with it?  Just some more of my rants and raves.  

My life seems to have gone into Warp Speed and I now find myself a senior at 
Parkview in Frisco.  I’m  now elderly and filled with all kinds of accumulated 
knowledge and possible B____S____ gained over my Warp Speed lifetime.   

My four score and two years of living have identified many, many items and sub-
jects of debate that bother me to no end and are also items that I can’t do a 
damn thing about, except to get mad.    

Speaking of getting Mad, do you remember the radio commercials of Eddie Chil-
es, the Texas Rangers Ex-Baseball Owner and Texas Oil Executive?  He used to 
say,  “I’m Eddie Chiles, and I’m mad.”   Well Eddie, I’m mad too and I don’t want 
to put up with this crap any more.  So I’m going to make my displeasure known 
to all that read this little bit of Ranting and Raving. 

The Campaign Trail 

Can you believe that it takes two years to elect a president that only serves four 
years.  Heck by the time he gets elected he’s almost a lame duck and is already 
preparing the campaign for his reelection.  The government can go broke just 
paying for the security detail to protect eligible nominees over the course of the 
two year campaign.  I’m so tired of seeing and hearing all the name calling, 
making promises that they can’t keep, and back stabbing of their fellow candi-
dates.  Every election involves the same subjects that we have been hearing  for 
the last twenty years.  Surely we can  establish a workable time frame for a Pres-
idential election campaign.  Why, even one year is better than what  
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we currently have, which seems to be two plus years.     

Politics, I really don’t like to talk about politics but sometime I get so darn mad 
that it just starts to ooze out, then I can’t stand it any more.  What is the differ-
ence between a Politician and a Senator or Representative.?  Can a Politician be 
both?  Can a Representative represent his constituents and still be involved in 
political dealings that may be a conflict of Interest to his constituents?   

Everyday we hear of graft, corruption and illegal activities in other countries and 
we get a smug look on our faces as we think things like that don’t or can’t hap-
pen in America.  We must be like an ostrich, one with its head in the sand or dirt.   

The only difference between these activities in the backward or third world 
countries and the U.S. is the level of sophistication.  Here its built into the sys-
tem.  Every year thousands of deals are cut between lobbyists and lawmakers to 
support a product, service, or other deal that may not be in the best interests of 
the people that he represents.  Why are lobbyists legal and why are they allowed 
to solicit our elected officials? You can’t convince me that we should vote for or 
against a program strictly because a lobbyist took an elected official to lunch or 
on a hunting trip to Wyoming.  Lobbying is a multi-million dollar program every 
year in the U.S. but it isn’t always in (our) the public’s  best interest. I recently 
read a quote; which said “ If it weren’t for graft, you’d get a very low life type of 
people in politics.”  How True. 

                              

                                                 Pork Barrel Politics: 

A bill waiting for congressional approval very seldom gets approved on its own 
merits alone.  It almost always has multiple line Items attached before there is 
enough support to get it passed. 

Why should a bill calling for aid to hurricane victims in Louisiana also include a 
line Item  to fund a bridge-building project in Dayton, Ohio?  This process is often  
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referred to as “Pork Barrel Politics”.  It provides politicians the opportunity to 
spend additional funds for specific needs in a legislator’s elected area, in ex-
change for his political support of the main bill.  In many instances the Pork Bar-
rel line item is never reviewed or discussed on its own merits.  It merely flows 
down the river of paperwork and gets approved at the same time as the hurri-
cane victim legislation.    

Many pieces of legislation include multiple line Items as concessions to other 
elected officials for their political support.  In 2014 about 12 pieces of legislation 
that were passed included  an additional 59% worth of “Pork Barrel Projects.”  
These additional line Items cost us over 2.5 billion dollars in 2014 alone.  

This practice has been going on for over a hundred years;  and we as taxpayers 
have allowed it to happen by not holding our elected officials accountable.   

 The GOP’s No-Tax Pledge: 

One would think that a newly elected legislator would go to Washington and 
have an open mind as he enters his new work environment, representing the 
voters.  Heck no, most all GOP (Republican) electors have already signed “The 
Pledge”.  This pledge is supposed to prevent the elected official from sponsoring, 
supporting or voting for any bill that might increase taxes for the American peo-
ple.   

This pledge was initiated by the “Americans For Tax Reform” with offices in 
Washington D.C..  Grover Norquist, President of this outfit has had his job for the 
last 25 years.  Norquist oversees the legislators that have signed the pledge and 
holds their feet to the fire to make sure they keep their pledge.  Anyone straying 
from his goal is dealt with by Norquist to insure that this man is defeated in the 
next election.  History has shown him to be very successful at that goal. 

One of the items his office tries to do is control the size of government.  Based 
on what I have seen the last twenty years his office hasn’t been very efficient or  
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effective at controlling the size of government.  During his watch the national 
budget had increased steadily from 1.6 trillion in 1996 to about 3.6 trillion along  
with the size of the government.   

Comments attached to the Budget indicate that three things need to be done: 
raise revenues, cut spending programs, reduce size of government relative to 
size of the economy.  Just how can we manage our budget if we have our hands 
tied because  of the “Pledge”.  The pledge makes me mad just to think about it.  

The following lengthy paragraph is provided as support of my desire to abolish 
the “Pledge” and set the legislators free so they may govern without their hands 
being tied behind them and the fear of  losing their next election.  I can ask for 
no stronger opinion on this matter than what is printed below. 

 “As a very  important source  of strength and security, cherish public Credit. 
One method of preserving it is, to use it sparingly as possible; avoiding occa-
sions of expense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely dis-
bursement to prepare for danger frequently prevents much greater disburse-
ments to repel it; avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shun-
ning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to dis-
charge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungener-
ously throwing upon prosperity the burden, which we ourselves ought to bear.  
The execution of these maxims belong to you representatives. But it is neces-
sary that public opinions should cooperate.  To facilitate to them the perfor-
mance of their duty, it is essential that you should particularly bear in mind, 
that toward the repayment of debts there must be revenue; that to have reve-
nue there must be taxes; that no tax can be devised which are not more of less 
inconvenient and unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment, inseparable 
from the selection of the proper objects, ought to be a decisive motive for a 
candid construction of the conduct of the government in making it, and for a 
spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue, which the public 
exigencies may at any time dictate.”  
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The above comments are part of George Washington’s Farewell Address as he 
moved into retirement on September 17th of 1796. Of special interest is that his 
Inauguration  Speech in 1792 contained less than 150 words: while his Farewell 
Address four years later included over fifty paragraphs, some quite lengthy.  He 
seemed to be laying out the blueprint for his success during the previous eight 
years  and trying to share the benefits of his knowledge and experience with 
those in attendance. It’s too bad the legislators of today  won’t follow his advice.   

Pause and Reflect for a Moment: 

Time and History have given us much to think about and ponder.  The following 
short quotes are repeated with the hope that the reader might try to decipher 
the real meaning of the quote, rather than take the words as gospel.  To make 
this a little more interesting I have not listed the person’s name that spoke the 
quote, but rather,  given you the opportunity to choose the person you may be-
lieve actually spoke the quote. Correct answers will be posted  on page 17. 

1. “If you tell a Lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually 
come to believe it.” 

2. “The tree of Liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of 
patriots and tyrants.” 

3. “Senator, You are no Jack Kennedy.”   

4. “Follow the Money.” 

5. “Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep's clothing, but in-
wardly they are as ravening wolves.” 

6.  “History will be kind to me, for I intend to write it.” 

7. “ If it weren’t for Graft, you’d get a very low type of people in Politics.” 

8. “ An eye for an eye makes the whole world Blind.” 

9. “ Two roads diverged in a wood and I, I took the one less traveled by, and 
that has made all the difference.” 



7 

 

10. “ A Lie keeps growing and growing until it’s as clear as the nose on your 
face.” 

Technology and the Average Person: 

In my opinion, technology has advanced faster, farther and mostly without con-
trol over the last one hundred years, than at any time in the history of mankind. 
This comment may well be challenged by some, but don’t forget, I started my 
comment with, In my opinion.   

There are so many new advances, ideas and gimmicks being created everyday 
that it is hard to stay abreast.  Do we really need or want these new ideas con-
fusing us even more than we already are? I am not naive enough to believe that 
all these inventions and ideas are bad for us.  I will even stipulate that most can 
play an important part in our daily lives.   

Which brings me to realize that technology and the life surrounding it have 
passed me by.   Even if I could understand all this new stuff, as soon as I become 
familiar with it, they change, update or make it outdated.  Progress is always 
moving forward, we can’t stop it and I can’t keep up with it. 

Now comes my biggest complaint; which is control and misuse of various piec-
es of new technology.  Inventors and developers are quick to produce ideas and 
devices that may improve our everyday lives, and at the same time cause havoc 
and dangerous situations if these ideas and devices are not used properly or con-
trolled in their use.   

Statistics have shown that at least 25% of reported traffic accidents have in-
volved the use of cell phones by the driver, at the time of the accident.  This 
number is probably much higher, since many drivers tend to hide the truth, 
when an accident is being investigated.  Can you imagine driving down the road 
knowing that one fourth of the people driving toward you are not paying atten-
tion to you, but are worried about sending a text message to a friend with more 
free time on their schedule.  I can’t  help but wonder;  is this driver texting an-
other driver, which can tend to cause even more problems.    
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I must admit that I have eaten a sandwich while I was driving, in the past.  May-
be I am biased but I believe I have better control of my car while eating than con-
trol being provided by a person texting on their cell phone.  At least I don’t have 
to take my eyes off the road to bite and chew my burger.  I never will forget the 
day I watched as a car passed me and the driver was talking on their phone and 
had their left leg dangling out the drivers window.  Kind of Cool, but definitely 
not safe for the kids in the back seat. Many states have tried to help resolve this 
situation with laws, but in the end it all comes down to the individual doing 
what's right  and fair to others. 

Well, that’s my argument and opinion and I’m sticking to it!!   

Bank Security: 

In the 1930’s, Bonnie and Clyde would walk into a bank, wave a tommy gun, yell 
‘this is a stick up”, the tellers would give them the money and they would flee in 
a late model automobile.  Occasionally someone would get shot at or actually 
shot.  Bonnie and Clyde weren’t the only desperados in those days.  Who can for-
get John Dillinger, Al Capone, Baby-face Nelson, Ma Barker, Dutch Schultz and 
others that were known as the Prohibition and Depression  Era gangsters. 

Bank robbery today is nothing like it used to be in its heyday.  No more paper 
notes demanding cash or gun waving molls with smelly perfume.  Why have all 
the Halloween masks and trick disguises and big time gangs disappeared? A typi-
cal old time robbery would net four or five thousand dollars,  maybe less, maybe 
more.  Someone convicted of Bank Robbery ( Federal Crime ) at that time could 
face twenty years to life in prison.     

Along came technology and with it a big reduction in Bank Crime as we used to 
know it.  The computer, its software and the internet have moved old time Bank 
Robbery back to the ice age.   

John Dillinger used to case the bank he was preparing to rob.  Check out the tell-
ers and when management came to work. He checked out the security guards 
and worried about the silent alarm.  When does the armored vehicle show up 
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and how many guards are on it?  Any piece of information that could possibly 
come into play such as how and where to escape to after the robbery was over, 
had to be considered.  Then John D would select his crew to do the  robbery and 
make a few thousand bucks for his efforts.  Then he and his associates split the 
haul, drank some cheap whiskey and wiled away the hours till the heat died 
down.  No T.V. to watch in those days.  Too bad Jack Web and the officers from 
Dragnet were not there to chase down the bad guys.  They were always interest-
ed in gathering “ The Facts, Ma’am, Just the Facts.  Any one that continues to rob 
banks the old way must be considered a petty criminal or thief.  Lets go high 
tech, Man.  Banks lost over 13 billion last year due to fraud and hacking.  

Now consider a bank robbery that may take place tomorrow in California; which 
by the way has a maximum penalty of nine years, if convicted of bank robbery.  
The Master Mind wakes up about ten a.m., has a good breakfast while still in his 
pajamas, turns on his computer,  reads his e-mails and replies as necessary.  
After watching the news on his computer he decides to drink a Mimosa, while 
still in his P.J.’s .   

He fingers the keys of his computer and watches as the screen begins to scroll.  
He has been working diligently for the past few days to hack into the computer 
system of the Bank of America corporate office in his town.  Today, he finalizes 
the last few touches necessary to enter the banks system and bingo, he’s In.  

Realizing that he is finally In their system makes him smile and he begins to tickle 
the keys again as he enters his Illegal scam into the banks computer system.  The 
Master Mind is still in his pajamas when he gets confirmation that the transfer of 
funds to his off shore account is completed. He is pleased when he notices the  
ten million dollar deposit that has been added to his off shore Bahama account.   

Its now 2:30 p.m. and he doesn’t hear any police sirens or security guards yelling 
and he isn’t worried about his escape plans. His robbery of the Bank of America 
facility is over, no alarms were sounded, no one was shot or injured and his face 
wasn’t picked up by the surveillance cameras.  The Master Mind decides to 
change from his P.J.’s to something comfortable and more fitting for the short 
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drive in his new Mercedes to see the movie” Star Wars” which is playing at the 
local theater.  

Bonnie and Clyde vs The Master Mind, who do you think will win this clash? Yes 
indeed, Crime seems to pay, and it has gotten easier with time and the new in-
vention of the computer and the internet system.   

Lack of Adequate Security: 

My complaint or Beef is with the software and computer companies for bringing 
forth the special systems necessary to run high tech business companies includ-
ing the banking industry as well as the systems that are responsible for our na-
tional security, without providing an adequate security protection system for the 
product in question. 

Hardly a day passes when we don’t hear about a hack of some kind.  Sometimes 
it’s a major department store giving up the identities etc., of a million customers.  
Next its Russia or China invading our military computer systems.  Then it’s a bank 
scam like the one listed above.   

The hacking might be as simple as some kid wanting to change his grades at high 
school or college.  Why go to college when you can hack into the school’s system 
and create your own diploma and completion of college courses?  

I am amazed that someone hasn’t hacked into the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) and played havoc with the over 5,000 airline flights that are  usually in 
the air.  Just think of the many possibilities for terrorists to  take control of an air-
line in flight and use it to their advantage.  It could be September 11, 2001 all 
over again, or worse.  

The new driverless cars seem to provide a perfect system for hackers to infiltrate 
and cause untold damage and havoc within our nation. Its hard to  envision just 
how much confusion and damaged would be caused if terrorists or hackers com-
mandeered our vehicles.  I can hardly wait for the new driverless  vehicles.  
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Drones, Drones and more Drones, another pet peeve: 

Over 16,000 new drones were sold in December of 2015 alone.  Drones can do 
so many good things for the business world and the uses seem unlimited.  But at 
the same time they can be more of a safety hazard than they are a benefit.  The 
radio frequency which most drones operate  may be commandeered  by hackers 
and allow them to use the drone for their benefit or devilish deed.  In the very 
near future major companies such as Fed Ex, UPS, Amazon and others will begin 
using drones for package and parcel delivery.  Considering that UPS and FED EX  
deliver 25 million parcels daily, the number of drones needed to satisfy their de-
mand is going to be overwhelming and definitely a hazard to the Airline Industry.  
We need someone to lead the battle for this crusade.  Currently we have the 
feds, states and the FAA as well as some local entities trying to find a way to con-
trol this pending disaster.  This is just another example of a product being devel-
oped and provided to the market place with out adequate control or laws to pro-
tect the unsuspecting public.  Where is  Eddie Chiles, when you need him?  May-
be Ralph Nader could help us if he were still active. 

 Term Limits for Most Elected Officials: 

I am definitely against career politicians.  The thought of an elected official going 
to Washington at the age of 30 and retiring there at age 80 plus years is appalling 
to me.  This type of tenure leads to complacency plus friendships and internal 
strife which can prevent or influence the accomplishment of their goals. 

Having newly elected officials leads to new ideas, new energy and new insight 
into the problems at hand, as well as resolving those problems. Fresh legs are al-
ways a positive. 

I also believe the retirement system for Senators and Representatives should be 
updated.  The idea that some people are eligible to collect retirement checks 
after serving only a single term of six years, doesn’t make sense to me. These 
programs will never be changed or updated,  Why?  Because the people that 
need to change the program are the legislators themselves.  They will never vote 
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to reduce their term limits or retirement programs.  

Did you know we recently spent $3.7 billion to protect our politicians? Over time 
we have had 30 assassination attempts on over 40,000 people protected.  This is 
an  incident percentage of seventy-five thousandth of one percent.   

 

America’s Entitlement Programs: 

Is everyone receiving government entitlements, except you? 

Can we afford them? 

 Over time there have been many financial entitlement programs established to 
provide financial support and care for those qualified and in need.  These pro-
grams include Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security Disability, 
Food Stamps, Obama Care, and college tuition loans as well as small business 
Loans.  Additional programs have been  established to help those in need to buy 
food, pay utilities and  rent and others that provide financial assistance for free 
without any debts or pay back required.  There are also free government pro-
grams and grants entitlements available, for those that qualify.   

When you familiarize yourself with these programs its easy to see that we, the 
average American citizen are seriously in debt without an additional source of 
income.  We, the public, as the old time phrase stated, “ are up a stream, with-
out a paddle.” 

Your author is not advocating a termination of these programs, but he is sug-
gesting and recommending a reform and update of our entitlement programs.  
To lend credence to this recommendation,  the following excerpts from a speech 
given by Bruce Josten to the Board of Directors of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce in 2013, is provided for your information. 

“QUOTE”: 

Today I want to discuss a challenge that impacts every single citizen, the health 
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of our economy and our country’s ability to maintain its leadership in the world.  

That challenge is the urgent need to reform and modernize our entitlement pro-
grams– primarily Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid.  These are safety net 
programs that we have enacted as a compassionate society to care for the elder-
ly in retirement, for people with disabilities, and for those who cannot afford 
health insurance on their own. 

We need to fix these programs so that seniors, now or in the future, will never 
have to question whether they can get the health care they need or the Social 
Security benefits they have earned. 

We need to fix these programs because otherwise they will consume every dol-
lar the government collects.  There will be no money left over to improve our 
schools, defend our country from its enemies, clean our environment, or repair 
our roads and bridges. 

We need to fix them so that we don’t have to keep adding billions to our national 
debt to pay ever-increasing amounts of interest on that debt. 

Without federal spending reform– driven primarily by entitlement costs– interest 
payment on our national debt will reach almost $1 trillion per year by 2023 and 
explode well beyond that-not if, but when, interest rates get back to normal lev-
els. 

Why do these programs need fixing in the first place? 

Because Americans are thankfully living much longer than they used to, which 
means they are drawing more total benefits over their lifetime than the systems 
were ever designed to pay for. 

Because longer life spans are being driven by health care innovation, which con-
tributes to the increased cost of both health care and entitlement programs. And 
because Americans are having fewer children, which means relatively speaking, 
there are fewer workers paying into the system compared with the number of 
beneficiaries. 

We must have a vigorous debate on how to fix these programs, but before we 
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can do that , Americans and the elected officials must first recognize that there is 
a problem. 

Let me share with you 10 truths about entitlements that we all must recognize 
and then act upon. 

1. Entitlement programs are huge, expensive, and reach into every corner of 
American life.  Social Security sends checks to 58 million people, while Medi-
care covers nearly 51 million people. Medicaid provides health care for 62 
million Americans. Our Social Security Disability program  provides aid to al-
most 9 million people.  Two years after being classified as disabled, these re-
cipients can qualify for Medicare regardless of age. 

2. Entitlement programs are not self-funding and are a main driver of deficits. 
This has been true  since their inception and remains true today. For example, 
for each dollar that Americans pay for Medicare, they ultimately draw about 
three dollars  in benefits. But its true,— and when they get back more than 
they put in, that contributes to the deficit. 

3. Entitlement costs are growing at an alarming rate.  In 10 years time the total 
price for these programs will soar to an astounding $3 trillion a year. 

4. Longer life expectancies, changing demographics, and soaring costs explain 
why entitlements as we know them today are unsustainable. In the early 
years the ratio of workers to retired beneficiaries was high—16 to 1. By 2035, 
the ratio of workers to retired beneficiaries is projected to drop to 2-1. Social 
Security and Medicare as currently structured and financed can’t come close 
to meeting the demand. 

5. Not a single major entitlement program is projected to be financially sol-
vent twenty years from now.  The trust fund for the Social Security Disability 
Insurance program will be exhausted in just three years.  In addition, the trust 
fund for Medicare Part A, which pays for hospital services, will go bankrupt in 
13 years. 

6. The cost to make these programs financially solvent for the next 75 years is 
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almost $40 trillion. Paying such a price would bankrupt the country, cripple 
the economy, and rob new generations of young people the promise of the 
American Dream. 

7. Mandatory spending-entitlement programs and interest on the debt-are al-
ready squeezing out important investments in other essential programs.  In 
fact, mandatory spending already exceeds all federal income tax revenues col-
lected. 

8. We have nothing to fear from carefully crafted, phased-in adjustments to 
our entitlement programs.  Strengthening and improving entitlements in the 
face of compelling financial and demographic realities are reasonable and 
achievable. 

9. We can reform entitlements without baseline cuts and without breaking our 
commitment to the nation’s seniors, people with disabilities, and the poor. 
We know we’re going to be spending more every year for the reasons I have 
stated.  But, what we must do is slow the explosive rate of growth before it 
drives the nation into insolvency, squeezes out funding for every other im-
portant national priority, or forces massive tax hikes ( which many legislators 
have signed pledges not to support) or benefit cuts on the American people.  

10.  The biggest threat imaginable to Medicare or Social Security as we know 
them will be if we do nothing at all. The challenge for political leaders, stake-
holders, and citizens is to settle on the right menu of options and to find the 
right mix of adjustment on payouts and pay-ins.  That’s what’s necessary to 
preserve the programs for future generations and keep our commitments to 
program recipients.  

Those are the 10 key truths on the entitlement programs.  Can we handle the 
truth? More importantly, can we come together as a nation to act on them ap-
propriately?  Fifty years ago I would have said, “Only the shadow knows”.  But in 
todays world I must say, “ History will tell the tale”. Many thanks to Bruce Josten 
and the Chamber of Commerce for their insight into one of our major problems. 
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Summary: 

I have just about  completed my ranting and raving.  I’ve covered subjects  such 
as my life, the Campaign trail, Pork Barrel Politics, the Pledge, Technology, Enti-
tlement programs, Political Term Limits, Bank and Internet Security and some 
miscellaneous  items. All opinions reflected here are strictly mine and mine 
alone.  

The internet gives me over a hundred words and phrases describing Ranting and 
Raving.  After seeing all these word options, I feel I may have used the wrong 
choice of words to describe my feelings. 

In no manner did I want to come across as yelling and screaming, looking foolish 
or irrational.  The words “loud, angry, frustrated, fanatical” were also mentioned.  
I hope my ranting and raving did not give anyone the wrong impression about 
my feelings.  The subjects covered here are pet peeves of mine but are really 
nothing more than a small irritant in the grand scheme of life. 

Please accept my rants and ravings for what  they really  are,  “A Bunch of Crap” 
and thanks for humoring me.  I end with a few items to help brighten your day. 

Funny Statements: 

To help keep your mind off all the negativity being spouted here.  

Did you know it takes a lot of skill to trip on a flat surface, but I did it. 

Don’t look at me in that tone of voice. 

I’m so stupid, I threw a rock at the ground, and I missed. 

I never Apologize,  I’m sorry, but that’s  just the way I am. 

Get the facts first, then you can distort them as you see fit. 

If you haven’t got anything nice to say to anybody, Come sit next to me. 

All my life I wanted to be somebody, now I know, I should have been more spe-
cific. 
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I Leave you with my final words of advice: 

The Senility Prayer: 

Oh Lord, Grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the 
good fortune to run into the ones I do like, and the eyesight to tell the difference.                

 

Life Goes On! 
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