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Justice for Traitors or Just Plain Murder: 

The sequences of events described in the following pages actually happened here in the Lone 
Star State of Texas. Every effort has been made to share only the true and factual information 
as recorded in past historical records and few documents available from that era.  

The story is presented in a way that affords, YOU, the reader (without prior knowledge of the 
events), to follow the clues presented herein to identify the city and or county where these 
events occurred.  Hopefully, the story with its few embellishment’s will also be entertaining 
enough to keep your attention should you identify the city or county early in your reading. 

  

Remember the Alamo: 

 

 
We begin our story some 25 years earlier to show you how Texas and its people survived those 
years while developing their own family values and ideals.  

The thirteen day (February 23 to March 6 of 1836) siege and battle at the Alamo was a pivotal 
and turning point in the history of Texas and its Mexican Revolution. Prior to this date the 
Texans had basically driven most Mexican troops out of Mexico’s Texas. In retaliation General 
Antonio Lopez De Santa Anna, with his army of 2,000 troops began his campaign to retake 
Texas.  Santa Anna wanted revenge from the Texans and had decreed they would take no 
prisoners.  

The small Alamo garrison contained about a hundred soldiers commanded by Col. William B. 
Travis.  His pleas and letters for reinforcements were answered with promises and best laid 



 

3 
 

plans that never materialized.  The only reinforcements were volunteers from Texas, Tennessee 
and other areas.  The largest volunteer group was that of James Bowie and his Tennesseans. 
Colonel Travis graciously accepted all volunteers and asked Bowie to be his co-commander at 
the Alamo.   

Colonel Travis’s original orders, on 19 January, were to proceed to the Alamo, remove the 
existing cannon’s and artillery, destroy the Alamo Mission and return with the cannons and 
supplies.  When Travis arrived he found there were no animals available to transport the 
cannons.  When Travis notified his commander, he stated that they would rather die in these 
ditches than give it up to the enemy.  Thus their fate with destiny was decided. 

Travis knew that he and his men were in a precarious position.  Even the arrival of U.S. 
Congressman Davey Crockett and his small group of volunteers didn’t raise the morale of the 
troops behind the garrison walls.  But, the volunteers were received with open arms. 

For thirteen days the mission with its cannons and make shift army repelled the attacks and 
advances of Santa Anna’s troops and fought them to a draw; until the Mexicans finally 
breached the nine to twelve  foot fences and walls of the exterior perimeter.  They were soon 
over the walls and moved into the three acre courtyard of the garrison, killing everything that 
was in their way.  Even the wounded were executed on the spot.  Records estimate over 600 
Mexicans were killed before the last of the 200 plus Texans were slaughtered. 

General Santa Anna interviewed some of the women and a black slave that were not killed.  He 
decided Susanna Dickinson would be set free to spread the word of the Alamo’s loss to other 
Texans hoping they would lay down their arms, against Mexico. He also released Ben the black 
slave in the hopes Ben could convince his black comrades to help support Mexico. The mission 
had been overrun, but the battle still continued for at least several hours as the troops 
wandered about the mission bayoneting and shooting the dead and burning their corpses.  

Regardless of the death count the Texans had given their lives in exchange for TIME.  Time is 
what General Sam Houston needed most of all as he continued to recruit and train an adequate 
fighting force, capable of stopping General Santa Anna’s advancing army. And Time is what 
Travis, Bowie, Crockett and the other volunteers gave him.  Thirteen days of Time. Not much in 
exchange for the lives of over 200 brave souls.   

General Houston spent the next few weeks recruiting, training and posturing his troops as he 
planned for his offensive.  During this time many of his officers and men believed that Houston 
was either afraid of command, possibly a coward on the run from Santa Anna or simply 
unprepared for the task at hand.  The newspapers reported the “Runaway Scrape” in which the 
Texan army, most settlers from east Texas and the Republic of Texas government officials were 
running away from the advancing Mexican troops.   
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However, Houston continued with his plan of action. On the 21st of April, six weeks after the 
fall of the Alamo, Houston’s scouts informed him the Mexican general had crossed “Vince's 
Bridge” near San Jacinto with supplies and reinforcements.  With this knowledge he tasked 
Officer Erastus “Deaf” Smith with blowing up the bridge preventing the Mexicans from being 
reinforced and cutting off their retreat as well.  It also prevented Houston’s own army from 
retreating across the bridge.  This was the beginning of Houston’s battle of San Jacinto and 
would determine if Texas would survive or remain forever under the control of Mexico.   

Houston sent his men into battle with the phrase, “Remember the Alamo,” coming strong from 
his mouth.  The cannons supported the charging Cavalry men who were followed by the army 
on foot.  The area soon became filled with gun smoke and the smell of blood and death as the 
Texans continued to shoot, slash with their sabers, and jab with their bayonets.  One could still 
hear the faint cry of the Alamo among the thunder and roar of the cannons.  With their picket 
lines set the infantry fired in groups while the others were reloading.  Santa Anna’s colorful 
army and its troops were being overwhelmed by the Texans who were fighting with a 
vengeance and for a just cause.   

As the cannon fire slowed and the fighting became less intense Houston realized that his army 
had prevailed.   The battlefield was almost covered with the dead and wounded that were 
moaning and crying for help.   He could have followed Santa Anna’s lead and killed the 
wounded men (as Santa Anna had ordered at the Alamo) but that was not his choice.  In the 
heat of battle Houston had almost forgotten that he, himself, had been hit in the leg by the 
intense gun fire. 

 All that remained was to clear up the area, search for General Santa Anna and garner his full 
and unconditional surrender.  General Sam Houston had witnessed the complete demise of 
Santa Anna’s Mexican army. 

Historians say the battle lasted only twenty minutes with the Texans losing just nine lives and 
30 more injured, one of which was General Houston himself with a fractured ankle.  The 
Mexican losses included 630 killed and 730 Mexican soldiers taken prisoner. Santa Anna was 
not found and identified until the following day.  He had assumed the role of a peon hoping to 
avoid capture, but his identity was discovered when his own troops bowed to his recognition.  
His capture ended his short reign of terror and rage.  With it came his surrender, withdrawal of 
Mexican troops from Texas soil and the ultimate defeat of Mexico. 

Thus, in 1836 Texas won their revolution and became a free and Independent Republic, which 
hopefully would lead to their annexation by the United States of America. Although Texas 
sought annexation as early as 1836 they were turned down several times by the Union.  
Reasons for their rejection were explained as fear of a new war with Mexico, constitutional 
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problems, and possibly antislavery sentiment in the United States.  This reasoning was later 
dismissed when the British Empire expressed an interest in Texas.  To prevent the British 
Empire from meddling in the United States affairs, the U.S. reversed their previous position and 
annexed Texas in the summer of 1845 as the 28th state of the Union.   

The new Texas State Constitution was written by a convention of politicians, with the majority 
being from Tennessee, Georgia and Virginia and also heavily influenced by Louisiana.  The 
convention and Constitution were dominated with southern ideals and political intimation.   

The finalized document legalized slavery, while prohibiting foreign slave trade.  However, 
immigrants of the U.S. could buy and bring slaves into Texas.  Congressional consent was 
required for a free black person to live in Texas.  The new Constitution covered many areas, but 
was designed to insure the ways and means of the old southern traditions remained in force.  
Texas the country’s newest state, was also the country’s newest Confederate state? 

                      Texas State Flag  

When Texas joined the Union in 1845, it brought with it 
almost 100,000 new white residents, mostly from the 
southern states.  These folks settled in the south central 
plains and eastern Texas timberlands.  They brought with 
them basically the same standard of living and family ideals 
they had practiced and experienced in their old home 
states.  Farming and animals were their main source of 
subsistence.  This was supplemented by the production of 
cotton as a cash crop.  And with the production of cotton 
came the increased growth of slavery in Texas. 

The ‘Antebellum’ period from 1846 to 1861 was a time of 
turmoil in Texas as they were confronted with their new statehood status, a major boundary 
issue with Mexico and the continuing saga of slavery, bringing with it the possibility of a civil 
war.  

Confederate sympathizers now controlled the local governments and militia units, but the local 
populace was far from committed to the war effort, setting up the division that led to the tragic 
events depicted in our story. 
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Pre-Civil War, Texas: 
  

 

A compilation of Indians and Immigrants 

The large influx of eastern and southern migrants including plantation owners and slave holders 
as well as just plain old working folks caused the Texas population to increase significantly.  
Plain old working folks were fine and necessary, but the big plantation owners had the money, 
power and position to control their own domain, including their 182,000 slaves.  In fact, the 
slaves in Texas numbered nearly one third of the state’s population. Just prior to the Civil War 
the slaveholders also controlled most of the politics, land and banking institutions.  

James G. Bourland was one of the early immigrants to Texas. Bourland had actually been born 
in 1801 in South Carolina and later moved with his father to North Carolina and then to the 
Kentucky Purchase area.  Around 1836 the family moved to northern Texas and settled in an 
area we now call Paris.    

The Texas Independence act in 1836 gave immigrants the rights to Texas land.  Bourland being 
married was given 1,280 acres while his father obtained 640 acres.  His vocation as a land 
surveyor helped him choose a choice piece of property on the North Sulphur River, just 
southwest of Roxton, TX.  In later years he served as collector of import duties for the Red River 
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District. In 1846 (Texas’ first state election) he was elected to represent Red River, Lamar, 
Bowie and Fannin Counties. When the time came he was re-elected for a second term. As the 
Central National Road was being constructed through his property, he helped survey the 
necessary property. His payment was in the form of a land certificate, which he used to 
increase the size of his Red River plantation. 

Among his many accomplishments was his service during the Mexican War and as incorporator 
for the Memphis El Paso and Pacific Railroad. Despite his physically small stature he was a 
pretty shrewd business man, who over the years operated a successful mercantile business for 
the other white settlers in the area.  He also traded with the few Indian tribes that were not 
trying to kill him and his family.   

Loyalty to family and friends were two of Bourland’s strong suits; although his friends were few 
and far between. At one time he was the holder of more slaves than any other plantation 
owner in Texas. It has been said, “If Bourland disliked you, and he really hated you.”  

As he prospered, he grew more powerful and was appointed to the position of Provost Marshal 
for the northern Texas and Red River area. 

With the nation growing closer to Civil War; Bourland eagerly spoke of secession, disunion and 
armed conflict, making no effort to hide his open support for the Confederate side of the 
argument. 

Another new resident William Cocke Young arrived in Texas in 1837 from the great state of 
Tennessee.  William Young at the age of 25 settled at Sherry’s Point in the area of Red River 
County.  He was soon appointed as the first Sheriff of Red River County.  His activities, (as a get 
things done man), were soon recognized by those in power and led to his appointment as 
district attorney for the Seventh Judicial District by Sam Houston.   Young was also a delegate 
from Red River to the Statehood Convention in 1845. His résumé included lawyer, marshal, 
frontier Texas Ranger and colonel during the Mexican War.  Rumors claimed that Young was 
the largest plantation and slave owner in northern Texas.  With a Tennessee background he was 
also a devout Confederate with loyalty to the south and its ideals.   

Documents reflect that Colonels Young and Bourland owned a combined total of 95 slaves, 
nearly one fourth of the 396 slaves that were present in the Red River area. 

Several other prominent families in the area included Dr. Henry Childs, the local physician, and 
his brother, Ephraim, Daniel Montague, R. J. Piper - a Chief Justice of Cooke County, Thomas 
Barrett, also a doctor and a Disciples of Christ minister, and  Junis Foster, owner and publisher 
of the local newspaper.  Other land holders included brothers Wash and Wesley Morris, the 
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Childs family (father and Son), and John Crisp. This list also includes ‘old man Leffel’ and    
‘Grandpaw’ Burch, both of which loved to express their opinions and tell it like they saw it. 

In 1860 our city was still a frontier community terrified of marauding Indians in the area and 
worried about the huge impact a civil war might have on their community. A handful of families 
owned slaves, some like Colonel Young even qualified as members of the planter class; but 
most were small farmers, just trying to make a living and keep their families safe in difficult 
times.   

  

Governor Sam Houston refused to pledge allegiance to Confederacy: 

 

During the 1860 United States 
presidential election we saw 
Abraham Lincoln become the new 
President and with it the increased 
possibility of civil war, pitting state 
against state, family against family 
and brother against brother.  It was 
now time to decide the course of 
Texas’ future; either by staying in the 
Union or seceding and joining with 
the southern states in their fight to 
preserve the ideals of slavery.  

When Texas voted to secede or stay 
in the Union, our city and Cooke 
County was one of the few areas to 
vote against leaving the Union, so the 
community was internally divided 
even before the war became a 
terrible reality.  Texas as a state 
voted three to one in favor of 
secession, however our community 
and a few adjoining counties voted 

three to one to remain in the Union.   Our north Texas community itself, maintained strong 
Union values and ideals, even though the rest of Texas had voted heavily to leave the Union 
and side with the South. 

                                    Texas Governor Sam Houston  
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After the decision was made to secede from the Union; Governor Sam Houston reluctantly 
accepted secession but urged Texas to revert to its former status as an Independent Republic 
and remain neutral.  On March 16, 1861, Governor Houston took his seat at the Capitol where 
he and other state officials were scheduled to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederacy.  
When Houston’s name was called out three times and receiving no response from Houston, his 
office of Governor was declared vacant and Houston was relieved of his office and its 
responsibilities. Edward Clark was then appointed as the new Governor of Texas.  One month 
later the following events took place. 

American Civil War Finally Here: 

 
 Fort Sumter, Civil War Beginning  

The first shots in the Civil War were fired on April 12, 1861 as the Confederates tried to capture 
the Union facility known as Fort Sumter, located in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina.  It 
has been described as the “shot heard round the world” and ultimately began the struggle we 
refer to as the Civil War.  

In early 1861 the United States consisted of thirty-four states.  After Lincoln was elected and 
the fear of impending war continued, seven of these states seceded and joined the 
Confederacy, leaving the Union with 27 remaining states. Soon six more border states seceded 
and joined the Confederacy, bringing their total to thirteen states.  Jefferson Davis was selected 
as president of the Confederacy/South.  The Confederacy originally selected Montgomery, 
Alabama as their capitol but changed to Richmond, Virginia to gain leverage for Virginia to join 
their cause.   

Thus the Union with its 21 Northern, Eastern and Midwestern states were beginning to do 
battle against the 13 Southern states of the Confederacy.  At stake, were not just the concept 
and ideals of slavery, but more importantly the ideals and concepts that the United States of 
America had adopted and fought for 85 years earlier in 1776; and have defended many times 
since. 
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The Great Hanging of 1862: 

 
History has a way of telling its own story 
and the events that we will share with 
you fall into that category.  The events 
took place in October of 1862, before 
radio, television and other modern forms 
of communication; and definitely no living 
eye witnesses to relate their stories.  No 
one doubts or disputes that the tragic 
events actually occurred.  You may well 
ask, just what was this tragic event? 

In history our Event or Affair is referred 
to as the “Great Hanging at _________.” When the citizens of that community arrested some 
one hundred and fifty of their neighbors, tried them for treason and hanged forty of them. 
Two others tried to escape and were shot.  In addition, two more were tried by military courts 
and executed. Many people questioned the legality of the trial and the legality of the arrests 
and the subsequent hanging of the local citizens. 

One inquiry that seems to linger is, WHY? To find an answer to this question, as old as it is, one 
must rely on personal accounts as annotated by those involved in the affair some 154 years 
ago.  It is true that some early newspaper articles and tales of the affair are available for review, 
but most recount specific events and say very little about the WHY.   

While researching the event it quickly became apparent there were very few documents 
available describing the events from beginning to end?  The accounts seem to agree on the 
actual event and how it ended, but the main thing or reason that initiated the problem seems 
to be somewhat in question. 

You, the reader, can form your own opinion concerning the who, what, why and where 
questions, based on the information presented. 

Portions of two, (alleged) eyewitness accounts from October 1862 are presented for you to 
ponder as you try to answer the Why question.   Our story tries to present the events as they 
happened, without outside influence, in order to explain - not to excuse or condone - how the 
events began and soon spiraled out of control. 

                        Union sympathizers being arrested  
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Account One – Doctor Thomas Barrett, Jury Foreman: 
This account of the affair was written by Dr. Thomas Barrett, a local physician and preacher 
who had the ill fortune of being selected as a juror at the trial and then chosen as the jury 
foreman.  Fearing for his life and that of his family, Dr. Barrett left the county just after the trial 
and did not return until late 1866.  Barrett’s article “The Great Hanging at ___? ___” was 
printed in 1885 mainly as a way of explaining his personal actions in the hangings.  One must 
note that the printed date is 23 years after the event and some memories and thoughts may 
have been lost or changed over time. 

Doctor Barrett's account begins in late 1862 during the Civil War when rumors were rapidly 
spreading that a local Peace Party was conspiring to overthrow the Confederacy.  Rumor, that’s 
all it was, until, that late day in September when the local mail carrier, J. B. McCurley was 
talking with a man named Ephraim Childs at the local hotel.  Mr. Childs asked McCurley if he 
was a good Union man, to which he replied that he had been.  Childs made some hand signs to 
McCurley which he did not recognize and then told McCurley to go see his brother, Dr. Henry 
Childs if he wanted to be initiated into a  society for the good of the country. Just before leaving 
Ephraim told McCurley, “These damned rebel rascals in Gainesville have a large quantity of 
ammunition and we Union men intend to have it, and damned soon.” 

McCurley, being a loyal Confederate, reported this event to the military authorities which 
included General William Hudson, Colonel James Bourland, Col. Young and others.  He was told 
to join the society and get all the information he could and then report back. 

Two weeks later he met with Dr. Childs at the doctor’s home where he was sworn to secrecy 
and was told of the goals of the secret organization.  Childs explained that the “Order” had 
members in both the Southern and Northern armies and when the Yankee army comes into 
Texas the local members would rise up in support. 

McCurley asked what would become of the local Confederate men when the Yankee’s arrived. 
He was told if they would not submit they would all be killed.  Childs told him that more 
information would be forthcoming if he was willing to take the second oath, to which McCurley 
declined at this time.  This information was then reported to Colonel Bourland and his group. 

Bourland made additional inquiries through Colonel N. J. Chance of Wise County who was later 
initiated by Dr. Childs into the secret circle.  He was given the signs and secret password and 
organizational plans were revealed only after the second oath.  All were sworn to pursue any 
one who betrayed the Order to the ends of the earth and kill him.  The society was supposedly 
connected with the Kansas Jayhawkers, which was geographically much closer to the 
community than was Austin the Capitol.    All members were sworn to secrecy and to obey their 
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leaders and to respect no man’s property who didn’t know the secret signs. 

With the above knowledge, Colonel Bourland with the aid of Colonel Chance continued to 
investigate the Childs’ group. 

  

Account Two – George Diamond, Newspaper Editor: 
George Washington Diamond, held a law degree from Albany, New York and had owned and 
operated a newspaper in Henderson, Texas. Shortly after the Civil War began, he sold his 
newspaper and enlisted as a private in the 3rd Texas Cavalry.  After he saw battle and service in 
Missouri, he took leave to visit his brother Colonel James Diamond of the 11th Texas Cavalry 
unit, (the same unit commanded by Colonel William Young), who was living in our community.   
His visit occurred just after the Great Hanging event.  

Colonel Diamond asked his brother to make a record of the hanging event and furnished him 
with all trial documents. The newsman then transferred to the local 11th Calvary unit and 
began working on his record of the event.  At the end of the war George returned to his home 
in Rusk County where he was elected as a state representative, and lived until 1911.  He 
finished his unpublished account of the hanging sometime around 1875, and it remained in the 
hands of his family until published in 1963.  

George’s account was reprinted in 1963 by Acheson and O’Connell in the Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly with these comments.  George Diamond was asked to use the records of 
the court to prepare an “official account” of the court proceedings, with the purpose of 
“preserving them and so disposing of them that the history of its (Citizen’s Court) transactions 
might be perpetuated and justice done to those who participated (Jurors & Accusers) in its 
deliberations.”  Diamond’s compilation of “memoranda” was to be offered to the public as a 
just vindication of the conduct of those whose judgements were under national criticism. So, 
basically, Diamond’s job was to make the court look good.  In his conclusion, Diamond states, 
“The proceedings of the Citizens Courts are characterized with as much wisdom, justice and 
moderation as may anywhere be found in the history of criminal procedure.” Was he biased or 
what?  

Once again we have a document that was completed some 13 years after the event occurred 
and is open to criticism for that reason. His story begins here. 

When Texas seceded, its residents were told they would never be drafted to fight in other 
states of the Confederacy.  In other words, their fighting would be limited to defending inside 
the state of Texas.  However, this was soon revoked by the Confederate Conscription Act, which 
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permitted only landholders with numerous slaves to be exempt from the draft.  Many of the 
citizens were upset by this change of policy and responded with a signed Petition of Protest 
that was initially generated by Junius Foster, the local news man.  Many of the thirty or more 
petitioners were Union sympathizers; however, some Confederate loyalists primarily concerned 
about their own draft status had also signed the petition.  

Needless to say the petition was not well received by General William Hudson who commanded 
the local militia.  The Commander responded by establishing Martial Law and exiling the 
petition leader and local newspaper man, Junius Foster.  This calmed the atmosphere for a 
few months; then the remaining petitioners began to secretly solicit members into a group 
called the Union League in Cooke County.  

Even though their numbers were few, rumors were circulated that the League had grown to 
1700 men with plans to raid the local militia arsenals. Other stories and rumors talked of a 
Secret Order, a Peace Party, a Peace Plot and a secret circle which included oaths, hand signs, 
handshakes and passwords.  All of these stories, truth or fiction, combined to place more 
pressure on the general necessitating that he take some action, good or bad. 

Arrest the Traitors: 
General Hudson became worried that the rumors 
might be true; and to counteract the League and other 
potential threats, he ordered Colonels Bourland and 
Young to arrest all healthy men that had failed to 
report for the draft when ordered. 

At this point both articles seem to coincide enough to 
combine their efforts. 

During Colonel Chance’s continued investigation he was 
able to learn the names of almost one hundred members of the organization, which he 
reported back to Col. Bourland.  Bourland then scheduled a meeting to be held at the 
Methodist Church.  At the appointed time there were nearly two hundred local citizens in 
attendance.  The attendees learned of the purported treasonable plot and acted swiftly in 
selecting a five member Court of Inquisition to investigate the matter.  William Peery, James 
Davenport, R. Piper, Aaron Hill and Doctor J. B Stone, were the five men chosen to investigate 
the matter and were given the responsibility to select a jury of twelve men. Neither of the 
accounts contains details surrounding the committee’s investigation, leaving us with the 
conclusion that the investigations, if any, were conducted by Colonels Hudson, Bourland and 
Young. 

       Flogging and Hanging of Union Suspects  
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 The twelve jury members selected included Samuel Doss, Dr. Thomas Barrett (Jury Foreman), 
Wiley Jones, Benjamin Scandland, Thos. Wright, 
Daniel Montague, J. Long, J. Hughes, Reason Jones, 
W. Simpson, John Hamil and James Jones.  At least 
seven of the chosen jurors were slave-owners with 
deep confederate values.  Court rules provided to the 
jurors stated that a majority vote of seven jurors was 
adequate to acquit or convict.  Under this rule the 
jury was stacked with at least seven votes for 
conviction from the seven jurists who were 
Confederate slave-owners.  Colonel Bourland’s 
influence had accomplished a lot even though he was 
not a member of the selection committee or the jury.  

The community was ready when the word came down 
to arrest the traitors, draft dodgers and members of the secret league or whatever group name 
they chose. 

With the arrests slated to take place on October 1, 1862, troops from the units of Colonels 
Young and Bourland and men from the Texas state troops surrounded the homes of over 150 
men and their families on the evening of September 30 and waited until daybreak to make their 
arrests. 

Over the course of the evening the weather changed to cold temperatures and a steady down 
pouring of rain began like never before seen by the many troops on guard.  Following orders, 
they spent the night outside in the torrential downpour guarding the many homes of the 
suspected traitors until the morning hours.  Some members of the arresting troops believed 
God was giving them a sign of his displeasure with the stormy events that were taking place. 

As the early morning light appeared the skies were still darkened by the torrential drenching as 
the first suspected traitors were arrested.  

The men, most of who were married and had children, were placed in chains and manhandled 
away by the Confederates with disregard for the wives and children, whose cries pleading for 
the lives of their husbands and fathers fell on deaf ears.  There was no help available, there was 
no one to turn to except God and he surely must be busy helping other families in need 
because their prayers went unanswered. 

By noon, 70 prisoners were chained together and marched into town.  The total grew to nearly 
150 as the evening dusk approached. All those arrested were shackled and being held in a 
makeshift prison in town.  Fifty more suspected traitors were arrested the following day making 

Torrential Rains during local Arrests 
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a total of 200.   A few suspects that were warned early of the impending arrests escaped before 
they could be arrested.  Those arrested included friends, neighbors and possibly relatives of the 
men making the arrests.  Like the Civil War, it was brother against brother and in this instance, 
Texans against fellow Texans. 

The mass trial for the suspected traitors began the following day in the local Masonic Lodge.  
The seven men identified as the ring leaders were the first to be tried for treason against the 
Confederacy and also avoiding the draft.  As mentioned earlier the jury was made up of twelve 
men comprised of seven powerful slaveholders with mutual ties to Colonels Young and 
Bourland.  The remaining jurists were made up of illiterate farmers and new arrivals from the 
Deep South.   

Initially the court considered the evidence against them to be flimsy at best, and moved to 
convict and hang the seven leaders of the Unionists and release the remaining prisoners.  This 
verdict incensed the mob growing outside the Masonic Hall, which threatened to break into the 
prison and take matters into their own hands.  Consequently, the court agreed to the demands 
of the angry mob and changed the number of those found guilty to fourteen. The first eight 
men were tried using a majority vote to convict; Dr. Barrett insisted this rule be changed to 
read that a two-thirds majority would be used in the future, or he would leave the courtroom.  
This change was adopted and Dr. Barrett agreed to remain as jury foreman. 

George Diamond’s account also stated that all the prisoners confessed, and most showed 
extreme regret for their action; however their confession was not included in the account 
presented by Dr. Barrett the jury foreman. Diamonds account also included the following final 
last words of Richard N. Martin as he was waiting to be hung, “Gentleman, when I first joined 
the secret organization, I did not fully understand its objectives and intentions.  But afterwards I 
received a document containing its plans.  Although I am to die upon this tree, before I am hung 
I want to tell all I know concerning this order; and I desire it be made known to the world. You 
commenced the work to break up the secret order in good time.   By this time it would have 
been too late for you.  It was our intention to rise up and kill all southerners and take 
possession of their property. Now, I pray that you will go on with this work, until every member 
of this order is brought to justice.  I can refer you to one whom I desire shall be punished as I 
am punished; I want him hung to the same limb to which I am hung--- my brother-in–law, 
William Boyles.  He is the author of my ruin.  I took his counsel and being a bad man, he gave 
me bad advice.  Hunt him to the end of the world, and finish him for his crimes.  I hope I may be 
forgiven.  Although I have injured the people so much; I die with the consolation that in the end 
I done my duty to them”. 

William Boyles, Martin’s brother-in-law was not arrested but was shot and later died from his 
wounds. 
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The “League’s” seven leaders were slated to be hung at 2 p.m. on October 4, 1862. Just after 
noon the “Guilty” were loaded into a wagon, two by two, and transported to their fate at the 
old elm tree. 

Their sentence of hanging was carried out on the giant elm tree standing about a half-mile east 
of the Masonic Lodge.  Located at the scene of an early Indian battle, the tree had previous 
history as a hanging tree.  Its many large limbs and branches were capable of holding a large 
number of victims at one time.  The first seven convicted traitors: including Dr. Henry Childs and 
his brother Ephraim Childs, A.D. Scott, M. D. Harper, Henry Fields, W.P Lock, and W.W. Morris 
were hanged then left “gibbeted” on the tree limbs for all to see and heed as a warning. 

The Court of Inquisition convened almost daily 
in its quest to seek justice or accountability. 
During the course of the trial two of the jurors 
quit the jury and had to be replaced.  Their 
replacements were diehard southerners. After 
the initial seven hangings the court ordered 
fifteen more before the Inquisition was 
adjourned.  These executions were quickly 
carried out with their corpses also gibbeted for 
all to see.  

The city and county were shocked the following 
week when learning that one of their leaders, 

Colonel William Young, Commander of the 11th 
Cavalry had been found murdered or 

assassinated.  His lifeless body containing several bullet holes was found in the cane breaks just 
south of town where he had obviously been ambushed.   

Colonel Young’s son, Captain James Young also of the 11th Cavalry, took his father’s place with 
a vow of vengeance. He ordered the Inquisition court to be reassembled which then passed 
sentences on nineteen more, suspected members of the League, all of which were hanged on 
the 17th of October, under his personal supervision.  The huge tree, serving as a natural made 
hangman’s scaffold, resembled a Christmas tree with all the human ornaments hanging 
gibbeted among its branches and limbs. 

The Captain also searched for and tracked down the two bandits responsible for ambushing and 
murdering his father.  When they were found he personally shot one prisoner and forced his 
own family slaves to do the dirty work of lynching the other killer.  

Giant Elm Tree, Multiple Hanging Site 
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Not long after the death of Colonel Young, rumors were circulated that Junius Foster, editor of 
the Sherman Patriot newspaper, had applauded when the death of Col. Young was announced. 
This incensed the Captain and led him to Sherman, Texas where he personally shot the editor in 
the head, as he was closing his newspaper office, killing him instantly.  After three weeks of 
mob violence, court sessions and military action the community slowly returned to a state of 
normalcy.  

Although initially the Court of Inquisition had attempted to provide fair and equitable trials to 
the accused, their actions were later controlled by the wishes and demands of the frenzied mob 
that was there on a daily basis judging their decisions.  The total numbers of deaths attributed 
to the Great Hanging were 44 including forty hangings, two more were shot while trying to 
escape and two others were tried in Military court and thus convicted and hanged.  These 
figures do not include the deaths of Col. Young, his soldiers, the bandits or others identified 
herein. 

No answers, only more views: 
Some people say the actions taken by the leaders of the city were one of the most violent 
examples of vigilante violence in our history.  Others cling to the opinion that the actions were 
warranted during the time of War. Many claim the victims were not properly judged, 
represented or defended.  Were the hangings a form of Rebel Justice to cleanse the community 
of Union supporters? Was there really a secret Order? 

The question of legality is often cited; was the Court of Inquisition a valid court? Was the jury a 
legal entity considering the trial wasn’t conducted by an official Judge? Were the hangings 
really a mob action since the findings of the jury were changed several times due to the outside 
mob influence (composed of local citizens with Confederacy beliefs)?  

It’s true, a state of war existed in Texas as the events unfolded.  Texas was a confederate state 
and committed to fight and support the Confederacy.  Any acts by local citizens or military 
personnel construed as support to the enemy (Union) must therefore be considered an act of 
Treason.  Could the answer of our question, WHY be so simple that we no longer need to 
search for an answer?   

But even then the questions arise, were some of the convicted men actually hard working 
family men without involvement in the suspected organizations, but were hanged by 
association and by an illegal court of proceedings. The answers will never be known for sure 
and those searching for closure will usually be swayed by their own Union or Confederate 
beliefs. 
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The Great Hanging Event lasted less than three weeks but made history that will never be fully 
understood even by the searchers and scholars trying to make common sense out of an 
unexplainable event. The fallout from this terrible atrocity will remain forever in the minds of 
the descendants of those that were hanged and quite possibly those responsible for the 
hanging. 

In the aftermath Cooke County and Gainesville, Texas (our secret locations) took action in 
2014 to permanently commemorate this terrible tragedy.  In October that year the city unveiled 
a monument (still controversial) containing the names of the dead and detailing what 
happened when friends and neighbors turned against their neighbors. The dual monuments 
were placed in the Georgia Davis Bass Memorial Park on October 18th of 2014. The local chapter 
of the Sons of Confederate Veterans did not oppose the monument. 

Several years ago the Gainesville city fathers decided they would promote Gainesville as the 
most patriotic city in America. The decision was made to host an annual celebration in the 
honor of “American Medal of Honor” recipients.  Thus Gainesville a relatively small community 
of 16,000 citizens became the only city in America to be known as a Medal of Honor host city. It 
is not known if this decision was in any way influenced by the events of 1862.    

In 2012 the city competed in and won a national contest to decide the most Patriotic City in 
America.  Their victory in such a tough competition has helped to solidify Gainesville’s billing as 
“the Most Patriotic City in America”. 

It is known that city fathers thought long and hard in 2014 before deciding to place a 
monument about the 1862 tragedy on city property.  Many believed that by doing so would 
create a negative impact on the Medal of Honor program and detract from the city image they 
were trying to promote.  Gainesville still has many residents with genealogical connections to 
the events of 1862 that believe the memory of those who were hanged must continue to be 
remembered and not just dismissed. As a result the city managers decided in favor of the 
monument that was placed in the Georgia Davis Bass Memorial Park. 

Richard McCaslin a history department chairman at the University of North Texas wrote the 
book, “Tainted Breeze: The Great Hanging at Gainesville, Texas 1862” on the subject. McCaslin 
a native Georgian broached on the communities feeling.  He said the community is not so much 
uninterested or opposed but simply unwilling to address an unpleasant topic. 

In closing he asks if you have heard the southern expression, “Let’s not talk about that right 
now”. It’s not like you’re crushing it.  It’s not like you’re saying it didn’t happen. You’re just 
saying; let’s not talk about it right now.’ It’s embarrassing. 

This is the perfect conclusion to our story. The Author thanks you for your interest.  
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Tidbits: 
Dr. Barrett the Jury Foreman was later tried for his participation in the Citizens Court and 
acquitted.  This seemed to legitimate the actions by the people of Cooke County. The doctor 
returned to Texas, continued as a preacher for the Church of Christ and a farmer until his 
demise in Cooke County on July 24, 1892. 

Nathaniel Clark one of those hanged, while his son, James was serving in the Confederate army.  
After his father’s execution, James deserted his unit and joined the Union side. 

Joel DeLamirande, a local citizen was arrested, tried and sentenced to life in prison for helping 
the wives of the victims. 

Colonel Bourland was accused of other atrocities, but the Confederate Army took no action 
concerning them.  He later obtained a pardon from Confederate President Johnson.  There is no 
record that he was ever subjected to a Confederate trial or court martial.  He was later 
acquitted of wrongdoing by a Gainesville court. The colonel died in seclusion, a lonely and 
broken old man, on August 20, 1879. He was buried about 500 yards from his big house in a 
small family plot known as the Manion Cemetery. When last visited, the grave site was 
overgrown with weeds, vines and nettles, obviously not being maintained. 

General Hébert was dismissed by Confederate President Jeff Davis for improper use of martial 
law. Black October 1862, a movie depicting the events of the Great Hanging was screened at 

the Gainesville, Masonic Lodge.  The film was directed by David Moore of Weatherford, TX who 
was an ancestor of two of the Unionist ringleaders, namely Dr. Henry Childs and his brother, 
Ephraim, the first two to be hanged.  David, the director stated “If I was living back then and I 
knew what those brothers did, I would have hung them too; it was treason in my opinion”. 

Colonel Diamond died in the yellow fever epidemic at Houston, TX in 1867. Colonel William 
Young, Commander of the Texas 11th Cavalry, resigned his commission in April of 1862. This 
creates  some concern about his actions as a Colonel in the October 1862 hanging event. 

                                                                                End of Tidbits 
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