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    A Schlemiel and his Bulldog!  
 

The Making of a Man: 
The year of 1831 was booming with excitement as the City Bank of New York was the 
site of the first known bank robbery.  The thieves made off with over $245,000 from this 
little endeavor.  Authorities thought it to be an inside job and began to check out all em-
ployees.  Then a tip was received leading them to a rooming house and a new tenant go-
ing by the name of Mr. Jones.  Police soon discovered the roomer had several suitcases 
filled with cash,  bank notes and some Spanish gold doubloons.  Believe it or not the rob-
bers’ real name was Edward Smith, and he used the AKA as Mr. Jones to rent the room.  
Pretty darned sneaky on his part.  At least $176,000 of the missing bank money was 
located.  Thus began the concept of bank robbery which still continues 185 years later. 

1831 also brought with it the story of a young cadet being dismissed from the West 
Point Military Academy.  The cadet was Edgar Allen Poe and might surprise most read-
ers he was ever a student at West Point.  There are many stories surrounding his dismis-
sal and some  indicate  cadet Poe was trying to get dismissed from the Academy.  One 
story explains that he stopped going to classes, parade, roll calls and chapel.  Others 
state that he had personal debts causing undue influence to his daily schedule.  The 
most astounding story is the one where Poe showed up for drill one morning dressed in 
the Full Monty (completely nude).  Regardless of the  reason, Poe was dismissed the fol-
lowing month.  However, his life did not stop that day;  he went on to become a well 
known writer, editor, poet, literary critic and author of numerous short stories, many of 
which were mysteries and science fiction. 

That same year, history witnessed the birth of a baby boy in Moreland Hills, now 
(Orange), Ohio in a lonely remote log cabin.  This youth was destined to  become Presi-
dent of the United States of America. History reveals that seven presidents have been 
born in log cabins. This baby  would be the last to come from such  an austere begin-
ning. 

The baby was given the Christian name of James A. Garfield.  James the youngest of four 
children in the Garfield family was home schooled by his mother.  The schooling contin-
ued even after his father passed away early in James’ childhood. 

James was determined to learn as much as he could and proceeded to learn Latin and 
Greek; he taught himself to write with both hands and sometimes showed off by writing 
with both hands at the same time, each in a different language.   
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After his graduation from the Western Reserve Eclectic Institute in 1856 he became a 
professor at the same school.  Garfield continued to study law and passed the state bar 
in 1860 and became a lawyer.  By the time he was 29 he had already worked as a canal 
boat driver, carpenter, a farm laborer, a professor, a janitor, preacher, a college profes-
sor and served as a state senator. It was quite a résumé  for a man of such few years. 
But, in real life he was hounded by a gastrointestinal misery whereby his bowels would 
suddenly seem to break and send him scurrying to the nearest latrine.  

As the nation prepared for the inevitable Civil War, Garfield sided with the Union in its 
support of non-slavery. In  the beginning the Governor of Ohio, William Dennison offered 
Garfield  a commission ( which he accepted ) of Lieutenant  Colonel in the 42nd Ohio 
Infantry.  The only problem was that the 42nd unit existed only on paper.  It was Gar-
field's job to enlist the soldiers for his unit and to train and supply them as best he could. 
He recruited many of his college students to fill the manpower and ranking positions in 
his 42nd Unit.  

After the unit became battle ready in December of 1861 Gar-
field and the 42nd Ohio Infantry were ordered to Kentucky 
(which was neutral) where they joined up with the Army of 
Ohio which was commanded by Brigadier General Don Carlos 
Buell. The regiment played a major role in securing Kentucky 
for the Union.  The units early victories at Middle Creek, Ken-
tucky brought Garfield  promotion to Brigadier General as well 
as national recognition and acclaim.  He also commanded 
units at the battles of Chickamauga and Shiloh, each of which 
were bloody battles involving numerous killed and wounded.  
Shortly after attaining the rank of major general his military 
career was cut short by the old intestinal problems he had en-
dured for so many years.   

Upon arriving home after his discharge, his friends encour-
aged him to run for the Ohio state senators position which he easily won.  

 

Mr. President: 
Garfield initially wanted to stay in the Army but was influenced by President Lincoln 
when Lincoln told him that he needed a strong Republican  ally in the Congress.  Garfield 
agreed to Lincoln’s request and served in the U.S. House of Representatives for almost 
eighteen years including serving as one of the  party leaders on the Republican side.  

The Presidential election of  1880 turned out to be a Republican nightmare.  The con-

      General Garfield, 1861 
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vention could not agree on which candi-
date was the party choice.  In all this con-
fusion, James A. Garfield slipped into con-
tention and was soon declared the party’s 
candidate. 

His chosen VP running mate was Chester 
Arthur a stalwart from New York.  The con-
vention set a record that still stands as the  
longest convention in history.  The election 
campaign itself was full of bickering  and 
unsavory speeches  delivered by both can-
didates. 

 

 

One particular speech given by Garfield was supposedly written by (Our Schlemiel) a want 
to be politician.  It is suggested that this speech was presented at least two times  by Gar-
field.  Our Schlemiel believed that this speech alone resulted in Garfield’s election and 
that he deserved some type of reward.  This topic remained unsettled for nearly 200 
days. 

The entire election in 1880 was hotly contested by both parties, resulting in the largest 
voter turnout ever,  ( almost 10 million).  

However, when the final votes were tallied Garfield was less than 2,000 popular votes 
ahead of the Democratic candidate, Winfield Hancock of Pennsylvania. Garfield's  vote 
margin is considered the smallest popular vote margin ever recorded,  

Both parties carried nineteen states. But the Republican states won carried a total of 214 
electoral votes compared to the 155 electoral votes won by the Democrats in the South-
ern and extreme western states.   

When the 1880 Presidential election was over Garfield was the new President by the 
slimmest of margins.  The  January Inauguration was well attended and  Garfield was  
sworn in as the new President. 

Garfield's powerful voice and his public speaking finesse caused him to be known as the 
Preacher President. 

During the short period of his presidency he formed an attitude that political corruption 
must end.  Garfield thought jobs should go to those most qualified for the position. He 
refused to find jobs for his supporters within his organization strictly because of their 
campaign support.  He supposedly reneged on a back room deal with two senators that 

Gen. Garfield, Left,  and Pres. 
Lincoln , center in        1861                                    
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helped him to win the Presidency.  The senators even resigned over the issue thinking 
their actions would make the President look bad and they would be reinstated to the sen-
ate.  The President firmly stood his ground and ended up getting his way and the senators 
were never reinstated.  

The Schlemiel: 
Charles Julius Guiteau (The Schlemiel) spent most of his childhood in Freeport, Illinois 
where he was born in 1841.  Guiteau was the fourth child in a family with six children that 
later moved to Ulao, Wisconsin.  After Jane, his mother died in Ulao, his father Luther Gui-
teau, of French descent,  moved again to New York and joined the Oneida religious com-
mune. 

The Oneida commune group  believed that Jesus had   already returned to earth after his 
crucifixion and was living among his believers.  The commune also operated under the 
belief that everything they had belonged to its members, including their possessions, 
their profits and their bodies.  Oneidas'  founder John Noyes started the commune in 
1848 with nearly 85 members, which grew to almost 200 by the time Guiteau was ten.   

The community strongly believed in a system of free love where any member was free to 
engage in sex with any  person that consented.  Mature women over the age of 40 were 
encouraged to act as mentors to the young boys and provide sexual guidance and train-
ing to them.  Mature males were asked to provide the same guidance to the younger 
girls. As a result of this practice one can only assume that Guiteau lived and survived un-
der this tutorage.  It is not known how long our Schlemiel lived in this environment howev-
er records indicate that he left to attend the University of Michigan where he failed miser-
ably.   

Guiteau returned in 1860 to join the Oneida group af-
ter his failed attempt at college. This move may have 
kept him out of the  fighting during the Civil War. In 
1865 he left the commune again.  Armed with a nice 
inheritance of over a thousand dollars from his grand-
father he set out to obtain a law license which he fi-
nally accomplished.  His success was short lived as he 
closed  his new  law office for financial reasons.  This  
venture had already cost him his total inheritance. 

 With very little experience and knowledge he turned 
to theology, then moved on to politics.   He also spent 
some time as an Itinerant Preacher, always on the 
move preaching to anyone that would listen to his wild 

               Young Charles J. Guiteau 
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ramblings.  Solid roots and a firm foundation were never Guiteau’s strong suit. 

After his last departure from the Oneida Community he was dismayed and filed lawsuits 
against the communities founder, John Noyes.  Guiteau’s father was embarrassed and 
wrote letters of support to Noyes.  It is widely known that Noyes had considered  Guiteau 
irresponsible and possibly insane. 

He did try to establish some roots in 1869 when he married a young lady named Annie 
Bunn employed as a librarian for the local YMCA.  This relationship was destined for fail-
ure and soon  ended in divorce. Guiteau certainly deserves the title/name of the Schle-
miel. 

The Oneida Community  dissolved later in 1881, and the remains eventually became the 
silverware conglomerate  now known as Oneida Limited. 

Guiteau was now trying his hand in speechwriting, lectures, and dabbling in national poli-
tics, namely  the 1880 Presidential election.  He had written an unsolicited speech for 
Grant. When Garfield actually won the nomination  he changed his speech by inserting 
Garfield's name in place of Grant and forwarded it to Garfield's  Republican campaign 
headquarters for their use.   

A chance to Alter History: 
Our Schlemiel had chosen to take a short vacation to the Mystic Seaport area in south-
east Connecticut during early June of 1880. It was rumored that he left New York owing 
money and was suspected of theft. 

 When it became time to return to Washington D C he booked passage on the CT steam-
ship “Stonington” of the Stonington Ship Line which was departing about ten p.m. that 
evening for the North River pier in New York.  The trip was at the most 120 miles and 
would require several hours of travel.  They would be traveling southwest through Long 
Island Sound, with its mixture of saltwater from the Atlantic and freshwater from the 
many small tributaries that flow into the sound.  Consequently the trip should be smooth, 
definitely smoother than an ocean voyage.  

As the Schlemiel walked up the gangplank onto the  Steamer “Stonington” that Friday 
evening he marveled at the  dense fog.  Surely there shouldn’t be this much fog in the 
middle of June.  He felt slightly uneasy as he hustled his baggage aboard.  Soon the Cap-
tain had the Ship out of it docks and headed towards the New York pier.  The Schlemiel 
thought this would be the perfect time to explore and become familiar with the ship and 
its surroundings.   

About six hours earlier the “Stonington’s” sister ship, the “Narragansett”  was at the North 
River pier in New York preparing for its scheduled departure up Long Island Sound to its 
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home base in Stonington, Connecticut.  It was a trip she and her Captain had successfully 
completed several hundred times.  The “Narragansett” like the “Stonington” was carrying 
a full load of passengers each (300), most of which could hardly wait to arrive at their fi-
nal destinations.   

It was nearly five p.m. that same Friday evening when the Captain had the gangplank  
hoisted and the journey to Stonington began.  He was heard telling the first mate that he 
hoped the fog would improve as they moved up the  sound. 

The Stonington had only been underway about an hour and half  and was nearing the 
Cornfield Point Lightship near the mouth of the Connecticut River.  The  Captains of both 
ships were making their best way and speed through the thick fog despite the poor visibil-
ity.  The ships going in opposite directions had posted lookouts at the front of the ship as 
added protection for oncoming vessels. Suddenly  the “Stonington's” look out sounded 
the alarm when he saw the lights of a large ship ahead.  The pilot sounded the alarm to 
stop the “Stonington” but the order was too late.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The engines speed had been reduced, but the darkness and fog soon revealed the hulk of 
the “Narragansett” coming at nearly full speed when it plowed into the side of its sister 
ship.  The “Stonington” accepted  the blow and immediately hurled its sleeping passen-

                              Narragansett  on left colliding with its sister ship the Stonington 
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gers from their berths; staterooms were swept away like pieces of cardboard.  The lights 
went out and people on both ships were filled with horror at the  sights and events that 
were taking place.  As the ship recoiled from the initial collision a gapping hole in her bow 
could be seen where the flooring and walls had been torn away allowing water from the 
sound to enter the gaping hole. As the ship was taking water a quick investigation re-
vealed that she was still sea worthy, in spite of her wrecked condition.  

The sister ship “Narragansett” definitely received the worst of the collision.  Its whole side 
was crushed in allowing water to flood the lower sections of the ship. The situation be-
came worse as  fire started at mid-ship and spread rapidly to the rest of the ship. Stricken 
passengers still in their night clothes, rushed onto the deck searching for life preservers 
before they threw themselves into the dark and foggy waters of the Long Island sound. 
Many passengers found the life boats to be useless as they were missing the rain plugs, 
oars and rowlocks.   

The situation improved somewhat when the Sound steamer “City of New York” headed 
for New York, arrived at the collision scene and promptly lowered life boats and provided 
assistance to those floundering in the waters.  They were soon joined by the 
“Massachusetts” who also aided those in need.  Both ships can be credited with saving 
many lives. At least 150 passengers were saved by the “City of New York” alone.  As the 
“Narragansett” burned almost to the waters edge the remains sank into the sound and 
disappeared  within thirty minutes of the collision.  The “Stonington” carrying the remain-
der of its passengers plus some they had rescued, struggled to make it back to Stoning-
ton where they had departed a short  while earlier.  

The tragic scene as the ships arrived at New York and Stonington will forever be imbed-
ded in the minds of those rescued and those that witnessed the terrible scene.  The cries 
of women, men and children missing their family members could be heard over the nor-
mal sounds emanating from the arriving ships.   

In the aftermath of this terrible event, both ship Captains, blamed the  collision on the 
other vessel and its crew.  Also many passengers claimed the  officers and crewmen of 
both vessels showed a lack of discipline and their actions during their time of need was 
deemed deplorable.  Eighty persons died and numerous passengers were injured in this 
terrible mishap. 

With sadness I write that our Schlemiel was not one of the injured or dead.  His life was 
probably saved because he was out on the deck exploring the  ship when the collision oc-
curred.  History may have been altered had he been on one of the lower decks.  Maybe 
someone’s life could have been saved, or a tragic event may have been averted.  Within 
the next year our Schlemiel will start to believe that he had been spared by God so that 
he could punish our new President.  
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The Schlemiel and his British Bull Dog: 
Like many families in America our Schlemiel owned a pet, in this case it was a British 
Bull Dog.  However, his Bull Dog was different, it didn’t have four legs, instead it had five 
chambers, each honed and ready to receive the  .44 caliber Short Rim fire cartridges that 
would make this Bull Dog more ferocious.   It’s barrel was only two and a half inches long 
and could easily remain hidden in a mans’  jacket or pants pocket.  

The weapon was first introduced by Philip Webley & Son of Birmingham, England in 1872 
and then copied by gun makers in Europe and America.  Its design was so popular that 
General George Armstrong Custer of the U.S. Army carried a pair of these guns with him 
into the battle of the Little Big Horn. His were said to be pearl handled and not the ordi-
nary wooden hand grips.  Only the best for our Colonel, the man the Indians called 
“Yellow Hair.” This particular weapon was also issued to most employees of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company (SPRC).   

This pet was new to our Schlemiel, in fact he had purchased it in late June of 1881 with 
fifteen dollars he borrowed from George Maynard, supposedly a relative by marriage. 

He knew exactly what he wanted to buy; a .44 caliber Belgian-made British Bull Dog re-
volver with pearl handled grips.  He had convinced himself that this particular gun would 
be on display in a museum some where and he felt the pearl grips looked nicer to the 
public.  He didn’t like the fact that the pearl 
grips cost a dollar extra.  Using his negotiat-
ing skills he talked the proprietor into lower-
ing his price and when he left the store he 
had a new Bull Dog pearl handled revolver, a 
box of cartridges,  a penknife and it only 
cost him ten dollars.  He was extremely hap-
py and spent the afternoon target shooting 
and familiarizing himself with the weapon.  
Our Schlemiel supposedly  said “that the 
guns recoil knocked him off his feet during 
the first couple of  practice shots.” 

The Bull Dog  was then cleaned, loaded and 
primed for action when the timing was right. 
Guiteau  still thought of himself as Gods Dis-
ciple and an extension of God’s hand. Yes, he was going to do God’s work for him. 

Can the Schlemiel actually pull off this caper?   

           Bull Dog  .44  caliber  similar to Guiteau’s 
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The Assassination: 
 When Garfield won the election, Guiteau believed  that he personally was very instrumen-
tal in the Garfield  victory.  He made contact with the Garfield administration several 
times trying to convince them of his accomplishment.  During each contact he expressed 
the idea and subject that he should be awarded an ambassadorship for his vital help in  
the campaign.  Initially he was asking for assignment to Vienna, then changed his mind 
and  suggested that he be assigned to Paris, France even though he had no experience 
and did not speak any foreign language. 

His daily personal requests fell on  deaf ears as Garfield didn’t believe in political appoin-
tees.  After being rejected numerous times Guiteau  was told personally by the Secretary 
of State James Blaine to leave the building and never to return, and he never wanted to 
hear about an appointment to Paris again. 

This final and personal rejection registered with Guiteau and  he began to brood about 
being turned down for something  he felt he had earned.  Soon the brooding turned into  
rage, then revenge, then thoughts of murder and assassination. 

Yes,  he would have his revenge, if not in one way, he would have it with the life of Gar-
field.  With that settled in his mind, he began to stalk the President, always looking for 
that special moment, when he could claim his trophy and with it the life of our twentieth 
President.   

His plan was interrupted somewhat when he learned that Garfield’s wife Lucretia was in 
poor health and he did not want to upset her.  It was a week later when Guiteau learned 
that the President would be visiting the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad sixth street Sta-
tion on 2 July of 1881.  With this knowledge, Guiteau arrived early at the station and be-
gan the wait for his prey.  To kill some time (pardon the Pun) he paced the terminal, got 
his shoes shined and kept checking for the familiar feel of his Belgian  Bull Dog so clever-
ly concealed in his right front pocket.  Our Schlemiel  spent some time hiding in the ladies 
restroom as well as engaging a taxi  outside in waiting, to take him to jail after he had 
completed his mission.  

Finally, Guiteau spotted his prey entering the station.  The president was conversing with 
his companion and confidante  Secretary of State, James  Blaine.  Garfield's two sons  
James and Harry were in the group entering the terminal.  No security personnel were as-
signed to protect the President and his family. 

 Guiteau’s first thought was the possibility of getting revenge  on both men at the same 
time.  The words of rejection  spit out by Blaine just over a week ago, “get out and don’t 
return” were still ringing loud and clear in his ears. 

For once in his life he suppressed his ultra ego and concentrated on his primary  mission, 
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which was to kill President Garfield.   

The two politicians were going up the short flight of stairs leading into the main terminal 
area when Guiteau  began his  walk up the stairs behind them.  When Guiteau reached 
the top step, the targets were several steps ahead.  He remembered the Bull Dog weapon 
was only recommended up to fifteen paces.  So he hurried his steps, then reached for the 
familiar Bull Dog and in a matter of seconds the Dog was out and barking loud and clear 
in the direction of Garfield’s back.  The Schlemiel had actually shot Garfield two times.  
The first shot grazed his arm and the second shot pierced  his first lumbar vertebra but 
missed  the important spinal cord. 

Just as the .44 caliber bullets could be heard piercing the Presidents outer garments, Gar-
field could be heard to say “My God, what is 
that?” With that, he collapsed into the arms of  
his companion, John Baine. 

With his mission accomplished, Guiteau put his 
Bull Dog back  in his pocket and started outside 
to the waiting taxi. He was not about to run and 
hide. He  wanted the credit and notoriety for his 
deed, but  his progress was halted when he collid-
ed with Patrick Kearney a policeman  responding 
to the gunfire he had heard.  Kearney apprehend-
ed Guiteau but, in the excitement he failed to 
take the assassin's  weapon from him. 

Later at the police station he was disarmed, while 
shouting these words; “I am a Stalwart of the Stal-
warts!, I did it and I want to be arrested, Arthur will now be  President!” 

The Stalwarts were a Republican group loyal to Grant and strongly opposed to Garfield’s 
administration.   The assassin had convinced himself that he was  delivering a blow for 
God and unity by killing Garfield and that he would be protected.   

Guiteau had mailed a letter to General Sherman the night before the assassination stat-
ing, “To General Sherman:  I have just shot the President, I shot him several times as I 
wished him to go as easily as possible.  His death was a political necessity.  I am a law-
yer, theologian and a politician.  I am a stalwart of the Stalwarts.  I was with Gen. Grant 
and the rest of our men in New York during the canvass.  I am going to the Jail.  Please 
order out your troops and take possession of the Jail at once. Very respectfully,”  Charles 
Guiteau. 

The good news, if any, was that Garfield, still in shock,  was still alive, although seriously 
wounded.  He was later moved back to the White House where  doctors were fearful that 

Garfield depicted moments after being  shot 
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he would not live through the night. 

The following morning  everyone's spirit was lifted  as his vital signs were strong and 
good.  And thus the long vigil and concern for Garfield's  health and recovery began.  This 
vigil  lasted  nearly eighty days, with doctors working feverishly to nurse the President 
back to health.   

In todays world, medical science would no doubt have saved Garfield’s life.  But in 1881 
that same medical science may have actually been the cause of his ultimate demise.  It 
became common knowledge that the medical team did not practice anti-sepsis 
measures to prevent possible infection.  Some physicians were noted inserting their un-
sterilized fingers into the bullet wound probing for the bullet; one doctor even punctured  
the patients liver during his poking and prodding.  As time passed, infection set in and 
began to consume the Presidents body. On September 19th the Vice President, Chester 
Arthur received word  the President had succumbed.  His words were, "I hope—-my God, I 
do hope it is a mistake.” 

The required autopsy revealed  the bullet was  on the left side of the body, not the right 

side where they were probing,  and that pneumonia was prevalent in both lungs and the 
body that was filled with pus due to uncontrolled infections. He may have been shot by  
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our Schlemiel, but his final demise seemed to be caused by poor medical treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trial and Execution: 
After nearly four months of legal maneuvering and  numerous instances of  bizarre con-
duct by the  defendant, Guiteau’s trial began in early November.  He was defended by his 
brother-in-law, George Scolville throughout the trial.  However he continued to berate and 
insult his own defense team while he recited poems, and sang songs such as “John 
Brown's Body"  while the court was in session.    

During  trial the defense argued that the President had died because of mal-treatment by 
his own doctors and not at the hands of Guiteau.  This was quickly shot down. 

The defense also presented the argument that Guiteau was insane at the time of the 
shooting.  This was the first important trial where insanity was considered as a defense 
for the crime.  He was ruled to have been sane at the time of the assassination. 

The trial dragged  on and on for almost three months until January the 25th of 1882 be-
fore the jury returned a Guilty Verdict which totally  surprised our schlemiel.  He was so 
convinced that he would be found innocent that he had already made plans to start on a 
lecture tour upon his release.  He also had  visions of running for the Presidency, himself.  

As anticipated, he appealed his conviction, which was rejected, and his sentence of death 
by hanging  was scheduled for June 30 of 1882.  As the time neared for his execution 

        Actual  Photo of  Giteau  Execution      Illustrated picture of Guiteau Hanging 
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Guiteau became overcome with emotion and stress to the point that his guards and doc-
tors administered large doses of Brandy to help calm his nerves and provide for ease of 
transport to the gallows.  Some people state that his actions during the hanging were 
proof of his drunken stupor. 

On that day of reckoning he was said to have “danced his way up to the gallows as he 
waved and chided to the audience.” While still standing on the gallows  trapdoor he 
shook hands with  his executioner and with his last request was permitted to recite a po-
em he had written for the moment, called “I am Going to the Lordy” before the hood was 
placed over his head.  

The audience grew quiet and listened out of curiosity. Charles J. Guiteau had their atten-
tion at last, then they heard the trapdoor spring open, saw  our Schlemiel  disappear and 
heard the  sounds of his neck breaking. 

Justice Triumphs  for All! 

 

Garfield’s Legacy: 
Biographer Allan Peskin wrote that “ Garfield’s accomplishments were not bold nor hero-
ic, but his was not an age that called for heroism.  His strong Presidency was brief, and in 
some respects, unfortunate, but he did leave the office stronger than he found it.  As a 
public man he had a  hand in almost every issue of national importance for almost two 
decades, which as a party he, along with Blaine, forged the Republican Party into the in-
strument that would lead the United States into the twentieth century.” 

 

Peace at Last: 
 

James A. Garfield, President, teacher, orator and family man can finally rest in peace, and 
offer some measurement of relief to his millions of mourners near and far. 

At the time of his death he had been convalescing in New Jersey.  His remains were trans-
ported back to Washington on the same track laid  to transport him to New Jersey just 14 
days earlier.    

The body was given military escort from the station where he had been assassinated  to 
the Capital Rotunda.  The  funeral car decorated in black was drawn by twelve black hors-
es.  The only show of color was the white plumes attached to the head of each black 
horse.  The trip from the station to the Capitol Rotunda followed a route that was lined 
with  people, sometimes 20 deep, in mourning.  The sounds of the muffled drum beat 
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could be felt as well as heard. 

Upon reaching the Capitol the casket was carried by six military personnel  dressed in 
their finest parade uniforms.  It was draped in the American Flag with its thirty –five stars 
and thirteen stripes, reminding America and the World that we were Americans United.    

The beautiful flowers in the Rotunda and around the casket numbered in the thousands.  
However, one particular arrangement struck the eye of Lucretia, the Presidents wife.  It 
was a beautiful  arrangement, shaped like a wreath, and had been sent by Queen Victoria 
of England.  Lucretia asked that this particular arrangement be placed at the caskets 
head and it continued to do so, even on the final trip to Ohio. Some say that it still rests 
with the casket in the Presidents mausoleum. 

Over 70,000 people waited for hours to walk past the casket and pay their respects.  At 
the chosen time the rotunda was closed to the public. allowing his wife  Lucretia to spend 
one last hour alone with her husband of twenty-five years. 

After the memorial service at Washington, the  casket, still given full military courtesy 
and protection was  moved once again to the station of assassination for the final trip to 
Cleveland, Ohio.  The trains seven cars were all draped in mourning black. 

The scene conjured up the memories, from 20 years earlier, of a similar funeral train 
transporting a slain President (Lincoln) to his home state of Illinois and his final resting 
place. That train was also seven cars, draped in black and followed twenty minutes later 
by a train filled with dignitaries and others with enough influence to garner admittance.  

On this trip there were numerous displays of emotion as the train rolled slowly by. Some-
times a cannon was heard firing, numerous bon fires were visible, trolley bells were 
sounded,  as well as church bells tolling in the darkness.  In one small town a group of 
Union soldiers dropped to their knees and honored their one time Commander in Chief. 

In Cleveland’s Lake View Cemetery, the chosen burial place, a forty-five square foot pavil-
ion was erected for the scheduled service.  A short Oration was given by  the Chaplin from 
the 42nd Ohio infantry unit, which Garfield had recruited and commanded in 1861 and 
the final benediction was offered by Burke Hinsdale, one of Garfield's earlier students. 
Masonic members of the Akron, Ohio chapter were on hand to assist their brother as nec-
essary. 

The President’s casket was placed in a temporary vault awaiting the completion of a per-
manent monument and  mausoleum.   

The Monument and Mausoleum were designed by George Keller and constructed with 
Ohio sandstone.  It was completed in 1890 at a cost of $135.000. The 180 foot tall facili-
ty includes an observation deck  affording a perfect  view of downtown Cleveland, and the 
main entry area featuring Garfield’s statue, surrounded by scenes depicting his life. These 
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scenes reflect Garfield as a teacher, a Union General and Orator. The rest show him tak-
ing the Presidential Oath and his body lying in state in the Capitol. 

The most interesting room is the basement Mausoleum and its Octagonal room which 
houses the two matching  bronze caskets of the President and his wife, Lucretia.  At the 
foot of the caskets are two urns which contain the remains  of the Garfield’s daughter 
Molly and her spouse.  The Presidents casket is draped with a thirty-five star flag from the 
1880 era. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Garfield Monument in Ohio  

 

Queen Victoria’s  Wreath of Sympathy for President  James Garfield 
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 Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, depicting Garfield's assassination and burial. 
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A Few Notes Of Possible Interest: 

 
The Baltimore Railroad Station where Garfield was shot  has since been torn down. 

A special railroad track was laid to give Garfield's burial train access to and from  Long 
Branch, NJ. The citizens  later removed the ties and built the Garfield Tea House in his 
honor. 

Garfield was the second of four Presidents to be assassinated, the others were Abraham 
Lincoln, William McKinley and John F. Kennedy. 

Garfield  survived  the assassinations attack longer than any of the other slain Presidents.  
Lincoln had survived about 9 hours, McKinley survived for almost a week before he died 
and Kennedy died almost instantly. 

Garfield's assailant lived longer (about one year ) than any of the  other killers. John 
Wilkes Booth was captured and killed  eleven days after he killed Lincoln. McKinley's  kill-
er Leon  Czolgosz was executed about a month after he shot McKinley  Kennedy’s mur-
der, Lee Harvey Oswald was murdered only two days after he was captured. 

Guiteau’s  parents were unable to afford a private funeral.  Therefore he was autopsied 
and given a paupers burial in the jail yard.  There are other recounts of Guiteau’s burial 
namely that threats were made concerning Guiteau’s body and therefore the remains 
were dug up and placed in an unknown area. 

Other stories discount the above statement and state that Guiteau’s body was boiled re-
moving all the skin.  The head was removed and kept as an informational source by the 
doctor, while other portions of the body were distributed as mentioned below. 

Pieces of Guiteau’s hanging rope were sold as souvenirs to the crazed public.  

It is not known whether Guiteau ever repaid his  $15.00 loan to his relative. 

Portions of Guiteau’s brain and  bones have been preserved and displayed at the Mutter 
Museum in Philadelphia and  the National Museum of Health at the Walter Reed Medical 
Center.  

Garfield’s  backbone and some ribs are also on display at the same institutions.. 

There are no memorials or plaques on display where Garfield was shot.  However, a stat-
ue to his memorial  stands on the Capitol grounds. 

Garfield's body weight dropped from over well over 200 pounds to 135 pounds while he 
was being cared for by his medical team. 
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Only Presidents Garfield and Kennedy have died prior to their 50th birthday. 

There have been seven U.S. Presidents born in log cabins, Garfield was the last. 

The year 1881 is unique as three presidents served that year, Hayes, Garfield and Arthur. 

Alexander Graham Bell invented a device he called a metal detector and requested it be 
used to help find the lost bullet in Garfield's body.  It was used to no avail on the right side 
of the body.  Had they continued with the left side the autopsy showed they would have 
been successful. 

Garfield was the first President whose mother  attended his inauguration. 

The steamship Narragansett which was burned and sank in shallow waters off the Con-
necticut coast  was later raised, towed to port and rebuilt. 

The Belgian Bull Dog .44 caliber weapon that was used to kill Garfield was recovered and  
placed in the Smithsonian  Institute for public display. Guiteau had always assumed it 
would be and thus the very reason  he chose the  model with pearl handled grips. 

The Bull Dog Gun has since been lost and is no longer on display.  Did Guiteau return and 
steal his Bull Dog from the Smithsonian? 

Garfield’s crypt and monument is allegedly haunted by Garfield’s ghost.  People have re-
ported seeing “strange lights” inside the monument.  It is even rumored that the ghosts of 
Garfield and Rockefeller ( whose massive monument is located nearby) engage in an on-
going chess match, using the cemetery’s tombstones as their chess pieces.  

Garfield is the only President that you can visit their birthplace, their home and their final 
resting place in the same day.  

The Ohio funeral for Garfield is  called the most impressive ever witnessed in America 
and possibly the most expensive with an estimated cost of $245,000, in 1882.   Is it just 
a coincidence that this amount is equal to the amount of cash taken in the very first bank 
robbery, mentioned on page one of our story? 
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Prologue: 
Senseless acts such as those described above  rarely accomplish anything worthwhile but 
this case is  somewhat different.  Garfield’s  tragic shooting identified  at least two areas 
that the Congress needed to address, and soon, OR LATER. 

The first identified a need for clarification of what constitutes the “Inability of the Presi-
dent to discharges his duties.” in  this case Garfield was unable to preform his Presiden-
tial duties for an extended period, while he lay in bed.”  This is intolerable and  leads to 
the discussion why can’t Congress fix this problem.  Our nation is too important to go 
without a leader for any amount of time, especially 80 days.   

Our leaders did not respond to this problem and was again confronted with a similar 
problem when President Woodrow Wilson suffered a stroke, and was in a coma for some-
time leaving him partially paralyzed and blind in one eye for the last 18 months of his 
term.  This happened nearly 38 years after the Garfield incident and our Congress had 
still not acted to resolve the problem.    

Eighty-six years later our Congress finally addressed and solved this problem when the 
Twenty-fifth Amendment was ratified in 1967 giving official and clear procedures on what 
to do when a President is  incapacitated, and adequately defines incapacitated. 

The second area of concern  was the need to provide security for our President.  With the 
assassination of Lincoln and Garfield  within a short seventeen year period, one would 
think it would become a high priority subject.  

It was not  until twenty years later when President William McKinley was killed that Con-
gress finally acted giving the United States Secret Service  the responsibility of protecting  
the President, in addition to  their responsibility of preventing counterfeiting. 

The concept of Presidential assassination seems to be a magnet drawing upon the worse 
of our general populace.  Over time there have been four known assassinations and at 
least twenty attempts on the lives of other sitting Presidents.  In addition two  other  pres-
idents  bodies were exhumed with autopsy results confirming possible poisoning. Many of 
the  attempts may not be generally known to the average American.  The following is a 
list of  failed attempts : Presidents Harding, Taft, Jackson, Hoover, Reagan, T. Roosevelt, 
F. Roosevelt, Nixon, Ford, Carter, GW Bush, B. Clinton, Obama (5 times) Lincoln in 1864. 
Many of these lived through multiple assassination attempts . 

 

 



20 

 

 

When Lincoln was assassinated he had one drunk body guard on duty.  Lets compare 
that to todays security detail.  Today the Secret Service operates under the command of 
the Department of Homeland Security, with it main focus on protective roles for local and 
foreign political figures.  Their role has been broadened to include the President, the Vice 
President, the President and Vice-President elect plus their immediate families. Protec-
tion is also provided for former Presidents and their spouses. Children of former Presi-
dents are protected until they reach 16 years or ten years after the President left office. 
Some Candidates for President are also afforded protection as well as visiting dignitaries 
and heads of State and others deemed necessary.  

Newt Gingrich was recently covered at a cost of over $40,000 a day. Complaints were 
heard, but the law is the law. 

Yes, the list of coverage goes on and on, as does its budget of over 1.5 billion dollars. It 
takes a lot of funding to cover over 6,500 employees and a contingency of over 5,000 
special agents and support personnel.  It also takes big dollars to fund the planes, vehi-
cles and technology committed  to the President and his administration. 

One might think we have gone overboard in our desire to provide protection.  Considering 
from whence we originated you could surely debate that subject.  But, then again there 
will always be people like our Schlemiel. 

 

Written and Compiled by: Emmett D. (Don) Mason, Kentucky Colonel 
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