
Purple Puzzlers 

I never saw a Purple Cow. 
I never hope to see one. 

 But I can tell you, anyhow, 
I’d rather see than be one! 

At one time or another most of us have recited that little gem by Gelett Burgess, 
but has anyone ever seen a purple cow? According to Emily Hewett of Metro 
News, the answer to that question is, “Yes!”  

She writes, “Born in a village near to 
the city of Cacak (Serbia) locals 
insist they have not seen a calf like 
this one before”…Veterinarians 
believe that the Bulll Calf’s purple-
colored splotches are due to a 
genetic defect.  

Do any other purple animals exist? 
Again, the answer is, “Yes!” 
 

Jason Bittel, reporter for National 
Geographic, brings us news about Purple 
Frogs in the Western Ghats mountain 
range in India. The troglodyte anphibiams 
have small, round eyes, elongated noses, 
short legs and spade-like feet, which 
enable them to dig their own caves and 
live almost their whole life underground. 
Flute-like tongues give them access to 
ants and termites. 

 

https://www.poets.org/node/45648


Some Beetles seem to be purple by virtue of their 
hard, shiny shell, which appears to be irridencent. 
They can also refect blue or green.  

The most commonly found purple starfish is the Ochre Sea 
Star, found around Pacific Ocean coastlines in the intertidal 
zone.  

Orchid Dotty Backs add beauty to aquariums, and 
are indigenous to the Indian Ocean. Dotty Backs are 
also carnivorous, so keepers must watch their fingers 
when attempting to move them. 

The Violet Sea Snail is found in tropical and 
subtropical waters in the Atlantic, Pacific and 
Indian Oceans. 

In 2006 a Purple Squirrel was spotted 
near a school in England, but it escaped 
pursuers. Another one was recently 
trapped by a couple in New Jersey. No 
one knows how or why he has purple 
hair.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ochre_sea_star.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ochre_sea_star.jpg


The Eastern Indigo Snake is found in the 
southeastern states of Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina. 

 

Central European countries are home to the 
Purple Emperor Butterfly.  

 

Purple Martins, seen everywhere in 
America. are the largest birds in the 
Swallow family. 

 

Aren’t you glad I looked up all of this, so you didn’t have to? 


